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The far shore — Thoreau’ s view of the present. The past, below shore, is
impassable; one can view it, even wade down into it, but never really again be a
part of it.

The future, beyond, is walled off by trees; one may try to seeintoit, but itisin
fact awall against sight, beyond which we cannot fully know until we get there.
We must, as Thoreau indicates, live our lives on the thin strip of shore that is the
present.
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Thoreau, in his book Walden, argues for asimpler life. He




| took this picture just for theirony: | suspect that
Thoreau would not approve of these artificial
restrictions on reality, yet they are till there, at the
very site of his contemplations. | understand the
practical reason for this sign: to prevent damage to the
pond, to keep it in pristine condition for future tourists
like ourselves. The sameistrue of the assorted
erosion efforts, and of the fences ringing the paths
around the pond.

| can’'t recall offhand any major effort that Thoreau
makes to denounce restrictions like these; then again,
he lived in atime when they were much less prevalent.
He wrote this book, according to the back flap of my
copy, in 1845, and he published it nine years | ater.
Thiswas the period right before the civil war. The
West was still wild; there was no conservation
movement, it having been preceded by the encouraged
mass consumption of land. Government was small;
just after the civil war, the country would realize the
disadvantages of its lack of control in the massive
corruption of the late Industrial Revolution.

While | can understand the need for at least some of
these restrictions, they strike me as against Thoreau’s
philosophy of independence and self-reliance. But |
can’'t think of any hard evidence in favor of
eliminating them, only idealistic philosophy. Maybe
this time, we must concede to the practical over the
idealistic.
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Well, the beach is getting crowded, and it’s about time -
for usto go. | wonder how many people come here to
think about Thoreau and Walden the book, and how
many people came here just to relax in the sun. |
wonder how many people come here to do both.

It'sironic, in away, that, just as many people are
starting out their day here, we're finishing up and
leaving. It'sreminiscent of the life of a student; at least,
the student life that we are given here at DS. We're
expected, and we expect ourselves, to do everything, and
todoit all by 2:15 so we can do so again before
bedtime. | don't know if Thoreau’ s philosophy would
approve; he accepts people driving themselves for a
purpose, but what, after all, are we working for?

g a0 ’ 7 Fe .




- The End -



